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AsiaNextGen Made Its First Donation

The Epoch Times

September 25, 2006
AsiaNextGen held its first donation in New York last week. The Foundation donated $20,000 to the Asian Outreach Program of the Queens Child Guidance Center. 

Based on their Christian belief, the Foundation was created by Gary Lee, Michelle Tong, and four of their friends. Since 2004, these young Chinese Americans have been working hard to achieve their goal. 

Michelle Tong, who is also the Director of Development of the Asian American Federation of New York, said, “We were sitting together, talking about our jobs, where we came from, what opportunity our parents gave us so we can do something in this country, how proud we are. We all felt that since we were born here, educated and grew up here and possess a western independent mind, we would like to give something back to the community. We also wanted to help people who are less fortunate. What is interesting is that even if our organization has tremendous success, the older generation still doesn’t quite get it.”

Gary said that his parents always tell him to put more effort in his work, in finding a wife. “They ask me: why do you put so much time into these 'other stuff'?  But I tell them, if you do not have passion for it, who else? Many tiny rain drops can fill up a basket. The question is not what you contributed in the past, but what are you doing now? If everyone can contribute four or five hours, many things can be accomplished. This society will see a big difference. Maybe we can even change the future. We hope to foster a future philanthropist. At the end, the key is not how much time you put in, but the kind heart to do something good.” 

Agnelo Dias, Director and Clinical Administrator of the Asian Program expressed his gratification to the Foundation. He said the money will help over 40 patients. He expressed his wish that the next generation of AsiaNextGen will get better and better.

